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Tel./Fax. 01844 212061 ; e-mail: reubke2001@yahoo.co.uk

John Duncalfe

Minerals Officer

Oxfordshire County Council
, 2 April 2003

Dear Mr Duncalfe,

PLANNING APPLICATION FOR 9-HOLE GOLF COURSE, WATERSTOCK
[Ref . P02/ NO387/CM]

| understand that this application is to be considered by OCC Environmental
Committee on 7 April. My attention has been drawn to a letter in support of
this development dated 3 March, from my fellow SODC Councillor for
Wheatley, Roger Bell. Clearly, Clir Bell is writing in a personal capacity;
however, | wish there to be no doubt that the views he expresses are not
shared by me, nor by many residents of the Ward, particularly those living in
Waterstock and Waterperry, the villages closest to the proposed
development.

During the eight years | have served as SODC Councillor for Wheatley Ward,
and on its Northern Area Planning Sub-committee, | have been greatly
concerned by the succession of abuses of SODC’s planning and green belt
policies at the Waterstock Golf Club, and have urged that appropriate
enforcement should be pursued against established breaches of development
control. The illegal dumping of thousands of tons of waste material from
various sites is but the latest and most serious infringement, causing massive
harm to this green belt area. Despite prolonged challenges by the owners, the
requirement by OCC to remove all the illegally dumped material has been
upheld in the High Court. This latest application is an attempt to legitimise by
means of the planning system this illegal activity.

Councillor Bell makes light of the complaints by local residents and others
about the light pollution from the driving range, and the blocking of previously
much-used footpaths by the spoil. It is ironic to recall that local residents and
then SODC Members gave support for development of golfing facilities at this
sensitive green belt site, on the grounds that this was “benign” development
wholly consistent with the green belt status of the area!

The argument is made that permission should be granted because the
removal of the illegally dumped spoil would create unacceptable congestion
and danger on the roads linking the site to Ardley. | believe this is specious
and not a valid planning argument. It is clear that the planning authorities
[OCC and SODC] have a duty to uphold vital national and local planning
policies regarding protection of the green belt and of the countryside. Failure
to do so can only undermine essential policies and bring discredit upon local
authorities which allow these to be breached with impunity.




[image: image2.png]| should also note that, as a member and user of the Waterstock Golf Club,
Clir Bell has a personal interest in supporting this development. | urge OCC
Members to reject the application.

Yours sincerely

CLLR. JOHN BEECH
SODC Member for Wheatley Ward [including Waterstock]
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Mr Chris Cousins PERG T S
Assistant Director of Envirourmental Services §
Oxfordshire County Council D U
County Hall
New Road
Oxford
OX1 IND

02.04.03
Dear Mr Cousins

Re; Planning and Regulation Committee
Meeting Report
Waterstock Golf Course
Ref P02/NO837/CM. .

I enclose a letter from Dr R Cummings of Serco (formally of AEA Technology) in
connection with points 25 & 26 of your report.

Ron Wyatt

Directors: R. C. Wyartt, M. Wyatt
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Serco

www. sercoassurance.com

17 February 2003

Dear Mr Wyatt
Environmental Assessment of Material Deposited at Waterstock Golf Course

In reply to your letter of the 11 June 2002 and following our recent telephone conversation.

Services, and the consultation report from a Waterstock Parish Council Meeting, referring to our report
(AEAT/R/ENV/0142 Issue 1),

OCC Report
Paragraphs 23 and 24 summarise the contents of the report.

Paragraph 47 reports that the Environment Agency and the District EHO believe that the maternial does
not present sufficient risk from arsenic to justify removing the material. in agreement with the
conclusions of the our report. The paragraph refers to some criticism of the report. but does not

provide details. | cannot therefore comment further.

Paragraph 48 reports the contents of conversations | had with Suzi Coyne, working on behalf of the
OCC.

Consultation response

The statement that there were no independent samples is incorrect. The report was based on data
from the OCC and Environment Agency The report does not confirm that the maternial is toxic the
opposite is the conclusion | disagree with the view that any danger would justify removai of the
material The rnisk from the matenal does not warrant its removal.

| have recently moved office  Please noie my new address and telephone number Please alsc note
that the division of AL/ Technology | worved for at the tme the study for you was osrformed was soid
to Serco in 2001 and 1s now cailed Seico ~ssurance
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Dr Richard Cummings

Tel. +44 (0)1847 806255
richard.cummings@sercoassurance.com
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